
For your October song-of-the-month 

we return to the vault. Here's another track from the 

live recording we made on Valentine's Day this year 

(see also "Dulgo Horo," "Sali Dame" and "Mandinga"). 

Like "Mandinga," you can also find a live version of 

"Trombon Hora" on our live CD, "Dance of the Hot 

Earth" (2013). For die-hard Panorama fans like me, it's 

interesting to listen to the two versions back to back. 

Of the seven players on each track, three appear on 

both: Doug Garrison (drums), myself (Ben Schenck, 

clarinet) and Charlie Halloran (trombone).  

Way back in July of 2008 we'd been limping along without a trombone player since Geneviève 

Duval, a Canadian, started getting hassled at the border and was no longer able to work in the 

U.S. There we were, doing our best at our weekly Spotted Cat gig when in walks a handsome 

young man with a trombone asking to sit in. With Charlie's big sound, great technique, fine-

tuned ear, open mind and intuitive grasp of that instrument's role in the ensemble (not to 

mention his wide open availability) we hired him on the spot! Turns out he's also good 

company, easy to get along with, still plays his ass off and is still our first-call trombonist over 12 

years later. 

The - hmmmmm how do you say... the vibe, the zeitgeist, modus operandi? - of the band is a 

thing that constantly changes and evolves. Panorama's getting old enough where we've been 

through several distinct phases (although I must confess, I don't have the perspective to define 

them). Players come and go, some stick around. Tunes come and go, some stick around. I have 

started to feel that the band and it's music have a life of their own and we're just here to give 

voice to it. 

But I digress. "Trombon Hora" is a number we started to play several years ago when Patrick 

Farrell (our former accordionist and some times alto horn player in the brass band) brought a 

wonderful CD to our attention: "A Podolian Affair" by the Ukranian brass band Konsonans 

Retro. Check it out, it's a really great listen. "Trombon Hora" is one of the tracks on that album - 

it totally knocked me out and I knew I had to transcribe it for Charlie. And Charlie instantly 

made it his own as you'll hear on both the 2013 and the 2020 versions. 

As for comparisons, I'll leave that up to you - I'm interested in your thoughts. I will say I 

definitely prefer my solo in the present iteration! Oh by the way... I think "trombon" is the 

Yiddish spelling.  

https://panoramaland.bandcamp.com/track/trombon-hora-live-2020
https://panoramaland.bandcamp.com/track/dulgo-horo-live-2
https://panoramaland.bandcamp.com/track/sali-dame-live
https://panoramaland.bandcamp.com/track/mandinga-live-2020
https://panoramaland.bandcamp.com/track/trombon-hora
https://panoramaland.bandcamp.com/album/dance-of-the-hot-earth
https://panoramaland.bandcamp.com/album/dance-of-the-hot-earth


Many thanks to Julian Mutter and Co. for having us play for their annual Valentine's Day Party, 

recording the band and permitting us to share the tracks with you. 

Thanks for listening and for your continued support.  

At your service, 

 
Ben Schenck 

Clarinetist / Leader 

Panorama Jazz Band 

Panorama BRASS Band 

New Orleans, LA 
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Credits: 

Panorama Jazz Band 

Ben Schenck - Clarinet 

Byron Asher - Alto Saxophone 

Charlie Halloran - Trombone 

Michael Ward-Bergeman - Accordion 

Gary Washington - Tenor Banjo 

Matt Perrine - Tuba 

Doug Garrison - Drum Set 

Songwriter - Trad / PD 

Arrangers - Ben Schenck (Snack Daddy Music / ASCAP) and Charlie Halloran (ASCAP) 

Publisher - Snack Daddy Music 

Recorded by Rick Nelson Feb 14, 2020, at Marigny Recording Studios, New Orleans, LA  

Mixed and mastered by Lu Rojas at Oak Street Recording, New Orleans, LA 

Photo and graphic design - Ben Schenck 

Photo of Charlie Halloran by Greg Miles 


